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[bookmark: _GoBack]On Friday, November 18, 2011, at 10:00am, the newly formed Keefe- Tchekmazov-Polonsky chamber music trio presented an exciting and informative outreach program to the students of the Wynn-Seale Metro- E School of Design. This Innovative school, in its first year of existence, serves children of grades one through six with a unique and inspiring arts curriculum in a creative environment. It should be noted that the entire group of 192 students and eight teachers walked from their school to the Del Mar campus.
In a pre-presentation interview, Anna Polonsky, spokesperson for the group shared that the thrust of the day’s performance would be to expose the students to the concept of making music together by creating a group personality while still maintaining their individual musical gifts and strengths. In addition, she explained, they wanted their listeners to recognize that not only is there interaction between and among individuals, but the instruments themselves and the themes of the music also have a specific interaction all of whose elements come together to provide a musical “whole.” 
The artists introduced themselves: Erin Keefe, violinist, is from Massachusetts; Erin’s husband, Andrey Tchekmazov, is from Russia; and, Anna Polansky, pianist is also from Russia. Ms. Polonsky announced they would play the first movement from the Piano Trio No. 1 in D minor, opus 49, by Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1837. Before playing, she explained that the ‘sonata form’ is the structure that is used for many chamber works, said form being divided into four section known as “movements,” and she likened it to a book with four chapters, each “movement” being a chapter. 
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After this exquisite movement had been played, Ms. Polonsky asked the students what  thoughts and emotions “Felix” may have had while writing this piece and, did it sound as if he had those same thoughts and emotions throughout the movement, or did his moods change. She also asked them to remember their responses and compare them to the next piece to be played (by Kodaly) and to those ideas they would have at the end of the program when the trio would play another movement from the same Mendelssohn  composition.
The Duo for Violin and Cello by Zoltan Kodaly, 1882 to 1967, followed with Ms. Keefe and Mr. Tchekmazov performing. The composer, Kodaly, was Hungarian, and, like his contemporary, Bela Bartok, traveled throughout Hungary collecting the folk music of his people many of which became the inspiration for his works. This piece has been called a dialogue, but at times it could be more accurately termed an ‘agreement’ rather than a ‘discussion,’ and its textures, musical material and moods were quite different that those of the Mendelssohn offering. The students noticed this and contributed many insightful comments about the music.
The lively “Scherzo” movement from the Mendelssohn trio was then presented, and the students were delighted with not only the energy of the main theme and sub-themes but also with the way in which Mendelssohn had manipulated them between the three instruments. It seemed as if each instrument was grasping for attention and supremacy and crying “Me, Me, Me.” It made for a very exciting final presentation. 
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Many questions by the audience members then followed, and each artist explained his/ her background, how he/she got started in music, their favorite composers and the other musical instruments they have played. The students and the trio personnel were able to touch common ground in that they all had been exposed to serious music and art at early ages.
Sadly, time ran out, and the program came to a close, but not before one of the students asked about the very capable page-turner who was on hand to aid Ms. Polonsky, and he was given a round of applause! The very receptive and courteous audience then left for their return walk to Wynn-Seale.
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